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Patchworkers Make a Difference
The 2020 Greene County

Initiative Program, (CIP) is
made possible by the Greene
County Legislature through
an annual allocation of funds
in the Greene County budg-
et.

Since 1983, the Greene
County Legislature has al-
located funds to Greene
County Council on the Arts
dba CREATE for re-granting
to major arts and cultural
organizations in Greene

County. Through this re-
grant program, the county
can take a more active role
in the delivery of arts pro-
grams and services within
the county and encourage
organizations to cooperate
and collaborate with each
other and with their respec-
tive county government.
With invaluable support
from the Greene County
Legislature, these goals have
been accomplished and con-
tinue to have a positive im-
pact on the state of the artis-
tic and cultural quality of
life in Greene County.
The purpose of this pro-

gram is to provide general
operating or programmatic
support to major Greene
County arts organizations
that offer quality professional
services and programs of
benefit to the residents of
Greene County. This funding
is intended to promote the
development, growth and
viability of major cultural
organizations.
Organizations applying

through the NYSCA Decen-
tralization Program may not
apply to this program.
For more information on

the 2020 County Initiative
Program call Marline A.
Martin, Executive Director,
at 518-943 3400, or email:
gcca@greenearts.org

Greene County Arts CREATE
Deadline March 13th

Representing the Patchworkers Quilting Guild, Laura Ferro (left)
donates a $300 check to Janet Moran and Clarence Soule, volunteers at
the Jewett Food Pantry.
This is the fourth and final contribution to the Mt. Top food pantries

from the 2019 Quilt Show. 
In total the Patchworkers have contributed $1200 to the local food

pantries.
These donations were made possible by the generosity of the community,

friends and family who purchased raffle tickets or attended our 2019
quilt show.
The Patchworkers would like to thank and recognize all those who

have contributed to our effort and also give special thanks to the tireless
and dedicated volunteers who serve the community so we may have a
better place to live. 

Mountain Top Cares Coalition Builds Momentum

A group shot from Monday’s meeting of the Mountain Top Cares Coalition at
VFW Post 1545 in Windham. Photo by Angie Firmalino

By Jonathan Ment
WINDHAM -  What

began about two years
ago as a committee of
concerned citizens look-
ing at the opioid epidem-
ic has evolved into a free-
standing and broad
reaching coalition. Its in-
dependence was cement-
ed following a screening
of the documentary
“Smacked” at the Wind-
ham Theater in Novem-
ber. The group is cur-
rently in the process of
forming a 501(c)(3) non-
profit.
The Mountain Top

Cares Coalition is work-
ing on multiple aspects
of diverse addiction is-
sues. Initiatives range
from transportation,
workforce development
and placement, holistic
services, to the unique
needs of women in re-
covery, the legal and jus-
tice system and more.
Judge Charles Tailleur,

of Greene County spoke
at the coalition’s meeting
on Monday about his
work in Treatment Court.
He was joined by gradu-
ates of the alternative to
incarceration program.
The goal of such pro-

grams is long-term re-
covery for those with ad-
diction issues who ex-
press a desire and com-
mitment to do the nec-
essary work. Treatment
Court involves a team
made up of the judiciary,
prosecutors and legal de-
fenders, probation, law
enforcement, mental
health, social service and
treatment communities.
“In phase one, I see

them once a week for
90 days. If everything is
done well they’re asked
to explain in their own
words what progress
they’ve made. … By
phase three they’re see-
ing us once a month,”
said Tailleur, adding, “Of-
ten for some there’s …
a benefit at the end like
a reduction of a felony

to a misdemeanor or a
shorter probation.”
“The D.A. is the gate-

keeper. We’re dependent
on decisions he’s made
(who) he’s going to refer,
generally nonviolent (of-
fenders),” said Tailleur,
“When this first start-

ed, there were district
attorneys that refused to
refer anyone who sold.
… Courts realized some
have a drug problem and
are selling to support
their own habit.”
“Brittany,” a graduate

of Treatment Court, said
her first DWI was at the
age of 22, and although
she eventually found her-
self with great job with
national company, three
more DWI arrests had
her facing prison.
“I was emotionally and

spiritually broke and did-
n’t know where to go,”
she said, adding, “Drug
court is designed for peo-
ple who want to help
themselves but don’t
know how. You and your
recovery is first …
Greener Pathways was
huge in helping me get
around to drug court,
mental health, (Alco-
holics Anonymous) meet-
ings. I was really lucky
with the drug court pan-
el. I’m a very skeptical
person … but they
helped me feel I was in
a family. These are amaz-
ing people.”
Brittany said partici-

pants in the program call

in to the probation and
are subject to random
screenings for substance
abuse.
“What struck me was

the amazing amount of
resources … dedicated
to treatment court. Treat-
ment court is the single
most effective thing at
keeping people out of
jail,” said Jonathan
Gross, part of the Moun-
tain Top Cares Coalition
leadership team. “If you
allocate resources for
this it works,” he said.
While the coalition is

focused on the needs of
mountaintop residents,
Gross explained access-
ing services means work-
ing with a variety of
groups beyond that those
invisible borders.
“The focus is totally

and completely about is-
sues central to the moun-
taintop: isolation; poverty
and geography; and a
lack of services,” he said
ahead of Monday’s meet-
ing, one of several coali-
tion members will hold
this month.
Monday’s meeting was

followed on Tuesday with
a meditation program at
Peace Village, in Haines
Falls, part of the coali-
tion’s Holistic Services
initiative.
Angie Firmalino,

who’s largely responsible
for the coalition’s social
media campaigns, is also
driving force behind the
groups holistic services

efforts. She asked how
the coalition could help
connect Treatment Court
participants with things
like yoga and meditation.
Brittany suggested the

coalition avail itself of
the built-in audience at
Alcoholics Anonymous
meetings, where a range
of materials is regularly
and reliably distributed.
The coalition’s Recov-

ery Rides committee will
meet at March 19 at the
Windham Civic Center,
5379 state Route 23, at
7 p.m.
Recovery Rides, a

service provided by vol-
unteers, if geared toward
getting those in need to
recovery related activities
such as court appear-
ances. Many battling ad-
diction have lost their
driving privileges or may
have limited access to
other transportation.
“We’re seeking 30 vol-

unteers to deliver one
ride each, so each day
of the month is covered,”
said Scott Tyree, with
the Huntersfield Chris-

tian Training Center in
Prattsville. “Recovery
Rides is going to be a
big one for us. As they
come through we’re go-
ing to learn about other
needs they have,” he said. 
Details concerning all

aspects of the program
will be available at the
March 19 meeting.
The coalition’s Care

Team, the outreach com-
mittee working on con-
necting services and vol-
unteers with those in
need meets the first and
third Thursdays of each
month at High Grounds,
61 state Route 296 in
Windham.
Consistent themes

running through the
question and answer por-
tion of Mondays meeting
were how to put infor-
mation in the hands of
people who need it, and
how to battle the stigmas
associated with addiction
and recovery.
Responding to ques-

tions about approaching
those with drug or alco-
hol problems before
they’re arrested, such as
those looking for help
for themselves or loved
ones, Tyree said: “I’m
someone who’s in recov-
ery who didn’t go
through the justice sys-
tem … We have that in
place.”
Cards listing resources

are also being put in the
hands of law enforce-
ment, public health work-
ers and elsewhere, with
more outreach needed.
One participant said

the Greener Pathways

mobile clinic was previ-
ously shunned at nearly
every parking lot it tried
to park in. The converted
recreation vehicle is
staffed by clinicians, peer
advocates and a person
able to prescribe med-
ications for addiction re-
covery.
The Mountain Top

Cares Coalition is also
pursuing a permanent
space to serve as a drop-
in center and to host
events, trainings, “pot-
lucks” and meetings.
Gross said the group
looks to raise $50,000
to $80,000 to fund its
operations and overhead
through grants and other
fundraising.
Plans for a coalition

website are also under-
way. Meanwhile those in-
terested can sign up for
the email list by contact-
ing mountaintop-
carescoalition@gmail.co
m
You can also sign up

via facebook.com/Moun-
tainTopCaresCoalition
The coalition can also

be found on Instagram
at instagram.com/moun-
taintopcarescoalition
More about Twin

County Recovery Serv-
ices which serves Co-
lumbia and Greene coun-
ties can be found at
greenerpathways.org.
Daniel Ward, transporta-
tion coordinator with the
Greener Pathways Pro-
gram, said not every per-
son who receives serv-
ices is mandated to do
so by the courts.

Twin County Recovery Services’ Greener Pathways Mobile Clinic was onsite
Monday for participants to tour following the meeting. Photo by Jonathan
Ment


